day by day, and they had an enceinte of well over a
mile to defend 5 on the other hand, the enemy's
supply of labour was almost unlimited and included
the low caste Pasis, many of whom were expert
miners. Moreover the garrison were short of tools,
for the coolies who had been employed on the works
before the siege had decamped with their picks and
shovels when they heard of the defeat at Chiiihat.
Major Anderson, the Chief Engineer, was in such
poor health that the active responsibility of the
defence against mines devolved upon his second-in-
command, Captain Fulton, who entered into the
underground warfare with a boyish zest. The com-
mandants of the outposts were ordered to train
their most intelligent men to listen for sounds of
mining, and countermines were to be driven out
wherever the enemy were at workf while at those
points which were most exposed to attack shafts
were to be sunk and galleries begun at once. For-
tunately there were some Cornish and Derbyshire
miners in the ranks of the 52nd Foot, and a squad of
specialists was quickly organised to instruct the
various garrisons and to assist in the most urgent
work. Many of the Sikhs showed great aptitude for
mining and dug much better than they fought.
One day Lieutenant Innes, Bengal Engineers,
was discussing the shortage of tools with another
officer, when t a civilian who chanced to overhear
told him that there was a mass of hardware on the
roof of Deprat's shop on the south face. Innes sent
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